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Though the father of modern rationalism cer- 
tainly cannot be blamed for the move away from 
Christianity, it is difficult not to acknowledge that he 
created the climate in which, in the modern era, such 
an estrangement became possible. It did not happen 
right away, but gradually. 

, In fact, about 150 years after Descartes, all that was 
I fundamentally Christian in the tradition of European 
i thought had already been pushed aside. This was the 

1 time of the Enlightenment in France, when pure 

j rationalism held sway. The French Revolution, during 
• the Reign of Terror, knocked down the altars dedi- 
j cated to Christ, tossed crucifixes into the streets, 

1 introduced the cult of the goddess Reason. On the 
basis of this, there was a proclamation of Liberty, 
Equality, and Fraternity. The spiritual patrimony and, 
in particular, the moral patrimony of Christianity 
were thus torn from their evangelical foundation. In 
order to restore Christianity tcrib full vitality, it is 
essential that these return to that foundation. 

" Nevertheless, the process of turning away from 
the God of the Fathers, from the God of Jesus Christ, 
from the Gospel, and from the Eucharist did not 
bring about n rupture with a God who cxi.sts outside 
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ral sciences as well as of the humanistic sciences in 
their new expression. He turns his back on meta- 
physics and concentrates on the philosophy of 
knowledge. Kant is the most notable representative 
of this movement. 
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